ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE MADE EASY

We are living in a time when computers have increasing intelligence and can-do things that
we could only imagine several years ago. The singularity is when the knowledge of
computers surpasses that of humans. Itis difficult to imagine that a machine that has only
two options, zero and one, could surpass humans who are infinitely more complex. I’'ve
always been fascinated with computers. With the advent of generative artificial intelligence
such as chat GPT, almost everyone has a curiosity about artificial intelligence. Will it take
away jobs? Will it make life easier? Will it answer all the questions that humans have failed
to? Will it write novels and compose songs and art?

| studied computer programming when it was in infancy. Appropriately enough the first
language for computer software was called BASIC. After having been away from computer
programming for decades | recently took additional courses to understand how artificial
intelligence works. This is where | learned:



The basic programming tool is “if —then.” You give the computer two options. For instance,
one can say if the number is greater than 10 it does one thing, otherwise another.
Obviously, the if-then scenarios for artificial intelligence are extremely complex and
circuitous. Programmers therefore create loops where many decisions can occurin
microseconds. The creator of the program is like a God because he writes the program
which the computer obeys without question.

Artificial intelligence learns. First, before it does anything, it must be trained. The data or
material used to train artificial intelligence determines its output. There is a problem called
garbage in — garbage out. Woke programmers at Google were so brainwashed about
racism, their programming resulted in George Washington being depicted as a Negro. That
is an example of inaccurate data used to train Al, that will generate inaccurate information.
Currently, facts and truths are often controversial. | had a conversation with a Google
employee who created algorithms which are a type of artificial intelligence that censored
misleading information. When | asked how Google determined what was true regarding
Covid, he replied that the CDC and government were considered reliable authorities. We
know now they are wrong.

I recently read another disturbing article. It said that Al can lie and mislead. In doing so, it is
quite human-like. On the other hand, if we expect Al to remain under human control, we
hope for honesty and obedience from an Al, rather than humanoid subterfuge.

Already, Al is used in the fields of law and medicine. In medicine, it applies probabilities to
various scenarios. Mammograms have for several years been subject to second readings
by Al. In practice, the Al will overread mammograms, incorrectly identifying many areas as
abnormal, and therefore a human is required to verify significant problems and dismiss
insignificant Al findings. In law, Al can impose exquisite briefs as its database could include
all case law relevant to a problem. Because of the danger of replacing humans, at this time,
Al excluded from composing legal briefs, but there is no mechanism for detecting such
usage of Al.

Medical practitioners have embraced Al to aid in diagnosis and treatment of patients. The
net result of this is yet to be determined, because much medical practice is more art than
science. The algorithms must be based on a large sample of cases from an unbiased



population sample or else the Al will generate unreliable recommendations. Lawyers use
Al less, but the attraction is tremendous, given that Al can digest and draw from the entirety
of case law, completing an attorney’s dreaded task, usually relegated to the least privileged
worker. Lawyers relish the opportunity to litigate another entity when there is malpractice.
Traditionally the doctor is “captain of the ship,” but increasingly hospitals, practices,
insurances, and now Al developers will be held accountable when things go wrong.

In summary, we are entering no man's land. Generative Al works with language, so jobs that
use language may be threatened. Carpenters and plumbers are probably safe. Beware of
Al’s answers because they are based on what was taught, which may not necessarily be
true. The message for today’s youth: Learn to work with technology or else learn “people
skills” such as sales or manual skills such as construction.




